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A Havana court sentenced a Salvadoran national to death for setting off bombs in various Cuban
tourist sites in 1997. Prosecutors revealed that others had been arrested in the bombing campaign
and produced a witness who testified that he was hired by a Miami-based exile organization to carry
out terrorist acts in Cuba. Raul Ernesto Cruz Leon was arrested September 1997 after a series of
bombings threatened to dampen the booming Cuban tourist economy (see NotiCen, 1997-190-02).
The explosives set by Cruz Leon injured 11 people and killed Fabio di Celmo, an Italian-Canadian
businessman (see NotiCen, 1997-08-21). The sentence will be automatically appealed to the Supreme
Court. The verdict in the trial of another Salvadoran, Otto Rene Rodriguez Llerena, has not yet been
announced.
Rodriguez Llerena confessed to planting a bomb in the hotel Melia-Cohiba in 1997 and to
attempting to smuggle explosives into Cuba in 1998. Among the prosecution witnesses in the Cruz
Leon trial were two Guatemalans being held on bomb charges, Nader Kamal Musalam Barakat and
Jazid Ivan Fernandez Mendoza.
During the trial, Cruz Leon confessed to planting bombs in five tourist hotels and a restaurant,
and asked the court for mercy. He said that his motive was money and that he was paid US$4,500
for each bomb successfully exploded. "I was in a very critical financial situation caused by a lot of
spending on my credit cards," he said. He said he was recruited in El Salvador by a man named
Francisco Antonio Chavez Abarca, but could not say whether Chavez had any connection with Luis
Posada Carriles, who the Cuban government has long maintained was the organizer in El Salvador
of the entire bombing campaign.
Prosecutors said the bombings were "orchestrated and financed" from Miami by the Cuban
American National Foundation (CANF), but Cruz Leon testified that he was unaware of any such
connection. As evidence of Posada's involvement, prosecutors showed a videotape in which he told
a television interviewer that with CANF backing he had hired Cruz Leon to set the bombs. Posada
later recanted his story and both he and CANF have denied the organization had anything to do
with the bombings (see NotiCen, 1997-10-02).
Prosecutors presented Percy Francisco Alvarado, a Guatemalan national who identified himself
as a Cuban intelligence agent. He testified that he was recruited in Miami in 1993 by Luis Zuniga
Rey, a CANF official, to work with a secret CANF paramilitary arm, the Frente Nacional Cubano, to
carry out spying and terrorist missions in Cuba. Alvarado said he worked on various projects with
Alfredo Domingo Otero, also affiliated with CANF, who is currently awaiting trial in Puerto Rico for
the attempted assassination of Cuban President Fidel Castro (see NotiCen, 1998-09-03).
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Alvarado also named Francisco Jose (Pepe) Hernandez Calvo, president of CANF, as well as other
CANF officials and members as participants in the planning of these operations. He said former
CANF president Jorge Mas Canosa knew of the bomb plots. A cell phone Alvarado was given for
use while in Cuba was later confiscated by Cuban police and traced to CANF president Hernandez,
according to a state witness. Alvarado also testified that in November 1994 he was sent to Guatemala
where Posada instructed him in the use of explosives. He testified that Arnaldo Monzon Placencia, a
New Jersey resident, gave financial support for the bombings.
Disputing Alvarado, CANF spokeswoman Ninoska Perez said she had never heard of him, and
asked where the evidence was for his claims. "We have repeatedly said we are not involved in those
types of activities." Trial of terrorists reaches into Salvadoran politics As the two terrorist trials
ended, Salvadoran opposition party Farabundo Marti para la Liberacion Nacional (FMLN) issued a
statement saying that Posada had links to Salvadoran Security Minister Hugo Barrera, and that Cruz
Leon and Rodriguez Llerena planned the bombings from San Salvador.
A few days later, National Police director Rodrigo Avila said an investigation of Posada was already
underway in cooperation with US authorities. He said the police wanted to know, among other
things, how Posada obtained Salvadoran identification papers and a Salvadoran passport under the
name of Ignacio Medina.
The trial also raised the specter of Cuban espionage in El Salvador. Prosecutors showed a videotape
purportedly of Posada in San Salvador in July 1998. President Armando Calderon Sol said he would
call for an investigation to see if the tape indicated the presence in San Salvador of Cuban spies.
[Sources: Reuters, 03/11/99; Granma (Cuba), 03/12/99; The Miami Herald, 03/11/99, 03/12/99; El
Diario de Hoy, (El Salvador), 03/10/99, 03/14/99; Spanish News Service EFE, 03/12/99, 03/17/99;
Associated Press, 02/23/99, 03/09/99, 03/20/99; Notimex, 03/08/99, 03/22/99; Agence France-Presse,
03/09/99, 03/10/99, 03/11/99, 03/23/99]
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